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To our North Beach School District Families,

We are so excited to see our students in person, back to the 2021-2022 school year!  We have
missed your children so much and are ready for a fun year of learning.  We are implementing
many layers of safety to keep your child safe during this school year as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues.

In collaboration with the Washington State Department of Health, our school district is
participating in a state-funded effort providing COVID-19 rapid antigen testing to further help
contain the virus, protect our communities, and keep students and teachers safe and healthy.
Our goal is to screen every staff member and student in the first week of school.  This allows us
to identify any asymptomatic carriers, thereby ensuring a safe start to school.  Our staff has
already been 100% screened using this method and 2 persons were identified, who
subsequently were confirmed cases using PCR testing who were isolated and allowed our
leaders to safely start their leadership training all week.  We are hoping 100% of the students
will also participate in this testing.

Thereafter, we plan on testing 25% of the student and staff population every 2 weeks (rotating
through schools) during moderate or high community transmission activity in our county.  This
will continue to identify early any illness, isolate these individuals with minimal impact to our
classrooms, which allows learning to be less disrupted and prevent outbreaks in classrooms.

We will notify all positive results individually to the parent as soon as possible.  For students
screened that were negative, a note will go home with your child, indicating participation in
testing that day with a negative result.

Vaccination is an important safety measure for our schools and we are encouraging everyone
eligible to get vaccinated.  However, for our elementary schools, our children don’t get this
chance yet and this testing practice helps us keep those children safer in their classrooms.

Masks are the way we make the classrooms safe as well, and have been shown multiple times
to be very effective in preventing spread even if an infected person is identified in a classroom.
Last year, with every positive case, when we quarantined the classrooms, not a single positive
case developed from the close contacts, which we know is because of the excellent adherence
to our mask requirement each of our students and teachers followed every day.  Great update
this year with masks:  masks are not needed outdoors (though if a student wishes to wear one,
that is fine)!  We plan on taking mask breaks with recess and increased time outdoors when
possible.

Other safety measures include proper ventilation, good hand hygiene, cleaning practices in our
buildings, and social distancing.  Together, we believe these strategies will make a great safe
learning environment.
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Another great safety measure is keeping our sick children and staff home and offering
COVID-19 testing for all children and staff with any symptoms as soon as possible.  If your child
wakes up with a cough, sore throat, nasal congestion, fever or other symptoms, you should still
get a COVID-19 test right away.  The school will be able to assist with this.

Here is how the voluntary testing protocol will work: (1) screening testing will occur in each
building within the first 7 days of school.  (2) free and easy same-day COVID-19 testing will be
available at each building for students and staff with new symptoms, (3) bi-weekly 25%
screening will occur for students and staff at each building as long as the county is in moderate
or high COVID-19 activity, (4) contact tracing of all positive cases associated with the school, (5)
isolation or quarantine will follow the Department of Health (DOH) guidelines to optimize safely
and learning and (6) outbreak response plan is available (though never needed last school
year).

We partner with a company called Curative to complete the confirmatory PCR COVID-19 lab
testing.  This company has a useful link to register, and then testing can be completed by our
school staff.  This test will be used when a staff or student has tested positive with a BinaxNow
rapid antigen test to confirm infection and to screen students and staff in quarantine 5 days after
exposure.  Curative will provide results within 48-72 hours from when you take the test to both
the school and your private email or by text to your phone.

Our goal is to put the best possible strategies in place so that our teachers, staff, students and
families feel safe, protected, and comfortable focusing on teaching and learning—and so our
students can get the great education they deserve.

For Kids,

Andrew “Andy” Kelly
Superintendent


